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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -9 and 1 9-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The subject matter of claims 1-9 is allowable over prior art of record, because all 
prior arts fail to teach or suggest a data transmission method for transmitting data in a 
system having a host apparatus and at least one terminal apparatus, comprising the 
steps of: fonvarding a transmission request from the host apparatus to the terminal 
apparatus; fonvarding a communication request from the temiinal apparatus to the host 
apparatus in response to the transmission request, the communication request 
containing a timer value of a timer contained in the terminal apparatus, said timer 
value representing a time when the terminal apparatus has come into a 
communication possible state; and conducting polling from the host apparatus to 
the terminal apparatus, which has forwarded the communication request, 
according to an identification information based on the received timer value. 

The subject matter of claim 19 is allowable over prior art of record, because all 
prior arts fail to teach or suggest a communication apparatus for use in data 
transmission with at least one tenminal apparatus connected to Jhe communication 
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apparatus, the communication apparatus comprising: a communication controller for 
forwarding a transmission request to said temiinal apparatus and for receiving from said 
tenninal apparatus a reply corresponding to the transmission request; an identification 
information establishing unit for extracting a timer value obtained from said terminal 
apparatus from the reply, which is received from the terminal apparatus by said 
communication controller, said timer value representing a time wiien the terminal 
apparatus has come into a communication possible state; and a polling unit for 
implementing polling to the terminal apparatus using the identifying information 
based on the timer value. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yamaguchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,246,696) discloses a communication control 
apparatus with a terminal ID information transmission section to transmit the terminal ID 
in accordance with a value set by a timer (fig. 16 and col. 21 line 16-20). But, the timer 
value was not transmitted. 

Watanabe et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,886,646) discloses a transmission terminal 
includes a timer, which starts when the ID code is generated (col. 3 lines 17-23). 

Imai et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4, 654,483) discloses an identification system to 
identify a storage unit is determined by using a timer (col. 21 lines 7-10 and 49-59). 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lina Yang whose telephone number is (571)272-3151. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday between 8:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. eastern standard time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571 )272-31 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 517-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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